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This morning we continue in a section of the Bible revealing to us the awesome nature of the 

Living God that we serve.  Awe-inspiring attributes of the Lord are revealed to those with eyes to 

see them.  Last week we were looking upon the doctrine of God’s wrath—that teaching of His 

righteous indignation against unrepentant sin.  This morning’s message is a continuation of that.  

This week another jaw-dropping attribute of the Lord is brought into the spotlight with it.  This is 

the teaching of the sovereignty of God.   

 

Perhaps one of the clearest statements about the sovereignty of God in the pages of Scripture is 

in Psalm Chapter 115 and Verse 3, where it declares: 

 
3
Our God is in the heavens; 

he does all that he pleases. 

 

He has the power and the authority to do His good pleasure in the universe that He has created. It 

is not just that He has and retains that power and authority to do so, it is that He actually does so.   

 

This morning as we get into the text, we are reminded by the example that is placed before us 

that all of the history of the nations of the earth and all of world history is His story.  He is the 

One who is orchestrating the affairs of the nation’s according to His will and His good pleasure. 

 

This morning as we look into the Holy Word of God, we will see that His sovereign hand wields 

nations even as weapons to do His will against unrepentant sin.  And we will see that His 

sovereign hand is able to destroy the very nations that He employs even if their thoughts are not 

worthy thoughts. 

 

And we will see that His sovereign hand preserves His believing remnant, even when the global 

powers rage.  And His hand sustains and purifies the remnant of His people, even when popular 

religion goes totally apostate.  God is at work so that they will continue to lean on Him in truth. 

 

So, let me give you a little bit more of a map for what we are about to read in this very dramatic 

portion of the prophecy of Isaiah.  In Chapter 10 and Verses 5 through 19, we will see God’s use 

of and judgment upon arrogant Assyria.  Then in Verses 20 through 27, we will see God’s 

preservation of and encouragement to His remnant of believers within remnant the Israel and 

Judah. 

 

Finally, in Chapter 10 and Verses 28 through 34, we will come back to the dramatic reading 

depicting the Assyrian march upon Jerusalem, a march that was allowed to go only as far as God 

let it go before God chopped that military power in half, cutting it down to size by the working of 

His power. 
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Now let us focus in on and read what is here for us in Isaiah Chapter 10, starting in Verse 5: 

 
5
Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger; 

the staff in their hands is my fury! 
6
Against a godless nation I send him, 

and against the people of my wrath I command him, 

to take spoil and seize plunder, 

and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. 
7
But he does not so intend, 

and his heart does not so think; 

but it is in his heart to destroy, 

and to cut off nations not a few; 
8
for he says: 

“Are not my commanders all kings? 
9
Is not Calno like Carchemish? 

Is not Hamath like Arpad? 

Is not Samaria like Damascus? 
10

As my hand has reached to the kingdoms of the idols, 

whose carved images were greater than those of Jerusalem 

and Samaria, 
11

Shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols  

as I have done to Samaria and her images?” 

 
12

When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will 

punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look 

in his eyes.  
13

For he says: 

 

“By the strength of my hand I have done it, 

and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; 

I remove the boundaries of peoples, 

and plunder their treasures; 

like a bull I bring down those who sit on thrones. 
14

My hand has found like a nest 

the wealth of the peoples; 

and as one gathers eggs that have been forsaken, 

so I have gathered all the earth; 

and there was none that moved a wing 

or opened the mouth or chirped.” 

 
15

Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, 

or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it? 

As if a rod should wield him who lifts it, 

or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood! 
16

Therefore the Lord God of hosts 

will send wasting sickness among his stout warriors, 
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and under his glory a burning will be kindled, 

like the burning of fire. 
17

The light of Israel will become a fire, 

and his Holy One a flame, 

and it will burn and devour 

his thorns and briers in one day. 
18

The glory of his forest and of his fruitful land 

the LORD will destroy, both soul and body, 

and it will be as when a sick man wastes away. 
19

The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few 

that a child can write them down. 

 
20

In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no 

more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of 

Israel, in truth.  
21

A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.  
22

for though your people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will 

return.  Destruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness.  
23

For the Lord 

GOD of hosts will make a full end, as decreed, in the midst of all the earth. 
24

Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O my people, who dwell in Zion, be 

not afraid of the Assyrians when they strike with the rod and lift up their staff 

against you as the Egyptians did.  
25

For in a very little while my furry will come to 

an end, and my anger will be directed to their destruction.  
26

And the LORD of 

hosts will wield against them a whip, as when he struck Midian at the rock of Oreb.  

And his staff will be over the sea, and he will lift it as he did in Egypt.  
27

And in that 

day his burden will depart from your shoulder, and his yoke from your neck; and 

the yoke will be broken because of the fat.” 

 
28

He has come to Aiath; 

he has passed through Migron; 

at Michmash he stores his baggage; 
29

they have crossed over the pass; 

at Geba they lodge for the night; 

Ramah trembles; 

Gibeah of Saul has fled. 
30

Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallim! 

Give attention, O Laishah! 

O poor Anathoth! 
31

Madmenah is in flight; 

the inhabitants of Gebim flee for safety. 
32

This very day he will halt at Nob; 

he will shake his fist 

at the mount of the daughter of Zion, 

the hill of Jerusalem. 
33

Behold, the Lord GOD of hosts 

will lop the boughs with terrifying power; 

the great in height will be hewn down, 
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and the lofty will be brought low. 
34

He will cut down the thickets of the forest with an axe, 

and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One. 

 

And because the Lord God of Hosts, the Majestic One of holiness and of Israel has spoken to us, 

we say AMEN.  And may God bless the reading of His Word. 

 

Years ago, Kristy and I visited the Knott’s Berry Farm Christmas Village.  There in that quaint 

little village, there was a man wielding a chainsaw.  He was one of the artisans there among all 

of the craft’s people of that village. 

 

I was blown away at this man’s skill in taking stumps of wood and carving them into wooden 

statues, mostly of black and brown bears and grizzly bears.  These stumps of wood would 

become bears.  He was using a chainsaw, an instrument used to fell trees, to actually create 

amazing decorations from the trees.  Then he would get a torch out and color the wood.  I was 

blown away at this person’s ability to do that.  What an awesome use of a saw! 

 

Here in this portion of Scripture, Isaiah, by the Spirit, was revealing God’s ability to use tools.  

Verse 5 speaks of the rod and the staff.  That is familiar imagery in the pages of Scripture of 

tools that a shepherd used. 

 

Then Verse 15 goes on to speak about God’s axe and saw.  This is the imagery of a lumberjack 

taking down trees.  Then with all of the sawdust still in the air, Isaiah also went on in Verse 26 to 

speak of His whip cracking down on rebellious human beings. 

 

All of this is to depict God’s work among and in and through the nations of the earth.  The 

prophet Isiah loved the doctrine of the sovereignty of God.  He proclaimed the authority of God 

over all of the nations of the earth, from the beginning of his book until the very end.   

 

This is perhaps most memorably depicted in Isaiah Chapter 40 and Verses 22 and 23:  

 
22

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23

who brings princes to nothing, 

and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 

 

God rules and reigns above and in and through the nations of the earth.  And here in Isaiah 

Chapter 10, the prophet used all of that imagery to help his readers and his hearers understand 

how God was using foreign nations as tools in His hand to bring final judgment upon godless, 

wicked, unrepentant Northern Israel. 
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And as we take a good look at what is here, by God’s use of that same axe, the effect of it all 

upon His remnant is going to be the fine, beautiful, glorious work by which the image of the 

Living God is going to be revealed in clearness on the lives of His people—His remnant once 

again. 

 

The man who can chop down a tree with a chainsaw and then use it to make a little bear, that is 

pretty cool, but God is doing something even better here.  This is an amazing portion of 

Scripture. 

 

We will take a look at the drama of this text, but let’s start with what is at the core, at the very 

heart, of this chapter of Scripture.  This is what it says in Verses 22 and 23: 

 
22

for though your people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will 

return.  Destruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness.  
23

For the Lord 

GOD of hosts will make a full end, as decreed, in the midst of all the earth. 

 

That word decree is vital.  This is language that speaks to us about the sovereignty of God.  A 

decree is an official order that is issued forth by a true and legal authority.  There is no greater 

authority in the universe and in this world than the God who created and sustains it all by His 

Word. 

 

Here we see this decree in relation to Israel.  It is the decree of full destruction for the Northern 

Kingdom.  Let us remember once again that we are in the days of the divided Kingdom of Israel.  

After King Solomon, the ten tribes of to the north broke loose from the two tribes to the south. 

 

The ten tribes to the north, the Bible and the prophecy of Isaiah calls Israel.  As we have read, it 

is also referred to as Jacob and Ephraim.  The capital is Samaria.  The two tribes to the south, 

they are called Judah, also referred to in Isaiah as Zion.  Their capital is Jerusalem.  As bad as 

things were in Judah, as we have read through much of the prophecy of Isaiah, things were even 

worse up north in Israel, the northern portion.   

 

The Southern Kingdom, they had all kinds of sin and idolatry.  They had all kinds of kings who 

followed very willingly on that path.  However, the Southern Kingdom had some kings who 

were godly and kind of restrained the advance of evil along the way.  The Northern Kingdom 

had nothing but idolatrous kings, from beginning to end.  The people followed in the ways that 

the leaders were preparing. 

 

Now, as we read last week, the Northern Kingdom was filled to the limit with unrepentant sin, 

idolatry, immorality, and violence.  God was provoked, and His wrath in the form of this final 

judgment was going to fall.  After centuries of prophetic ministry, calling the northern nation of 

Israel to repentance, God’s patience gave way to the demonstration His righteousness.   

 

As it says in this text, destruction was decreed.  And there was nothing bad about the destruction 

that was going to come.  It was overflowing with righteousness, the text says.  God was doing 

nothing wrong.  He only did good in bringing it about. 
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When you read through what was going on here and take it all in, when God was finished with 

His work of judgment, the Northern Kingdom of Israel would no longer exist as a national entity 

and the Southern Kingdom would be blitzed and severely chastised as His people.  This would 

all be from the hand of God.  God was doing it.  God was taking credit for it.  God was 

demanding credit for it.  God was at work. 

 

We see here in Verses 6 and 7 that God’s instrument was going to be Assyria.  This text declares 

to us that God was not simply going to unleash Assyria to do Assyria’s will, but God would send 

Assyria to do God’s will.  God said: 

 
6
Against a godless nation I send him, 

and against the people of my wrath I command him 

 

We see here that God was in command.  God was wielding Assyria as His instrument of 

judgment.  God is sovereign.  God is in control.   

 

But there is increased intrigue and drama here in this awesome passage of Scripture.  Here is an 

additional element of the drama that we see: God used Assyria but Assyria was the epitome of 

the humanistic pride that Isaiah was talking about last week.  Israel was wicked, but so was 

Assyria.   

 

Assyria was full of boastful pride.  This is depicted in this chapter in a way that is just absolutely 

remarkable.  This man, the Assyrian, he was one piece of self-boasting, self-worshiping, self-

exalting work!  Looking at how it is depicted for us all through Chapter 10 and Verses 7 through 

14, we that it reveals for us all that the Assyrian was thinking. 

 

He was basically salivating over Israel as a trophy of imperialistic expansion to his own glory.  

He was giving himself all of the credit.  This is just such a picture of the pride and arrogance that 

lives in the human heart, demanding self-worship; demanding the worship of himself. 

 

Like so many of us, he liked to think of himself as in control of it all.  Over and over again, 

Assyrian said, “Here is what I have done by my skill.  Here is what I have removed.  Here is 

what I have done.  Here is what I am doing.  Look at me, me, me!  I am the awesome one!” 

 
12

When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will 

punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look 

in his eyes.  
13

For he says: 

 

“By the strength of my hand I have done it, 

and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; 

I remove the boundaries of peoples, 

and plunder their treasures; 

like a bull I bring down those who sit on thrones. 
14

My hand has found like a nest 

the wealth of the peoples; 

and as one gathers eggs that have been forsaken, 
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so I have gathered all the earth; 

and there was none that moved a wing 

or opened the mouth or chirped.” 

 

So we see this laid out before us.  Assyrian was the kind of person who did not see himself 

answerable to any god in Israel.  He saw God or any god as answerable to him.  Just like within 

many human hearts, this rises up.  “When I see God, I am going ask Him a question or two.  

When I see God, He is going to have to explain a couple things to me!” 

 

So we see the pride of this person, belittling the land of Israel in comparison to his other 

conquests and giving himself glory over whatever God or gods that there might have been being 

worshiped in Israel.   

 

How does the Lord condone that? This is the very crisis that the prophet Habakkuk had with the 

same kingdom.  “Man, Israel is evil and it needs to be judged.”  And it was going to be judged by 

Assyria.  They were even worse than Israel.  So that is one part of the drama. 

 

A second part of the drama is this: Here we see that things were very dim for Israel and for 

Judah.  Destruction was decreed and also the Southern Kingdom was going to be blitzed, but 

what of the eternal covenant that God promised to Abraham and to the world through the 

patriarchs—the God would bless the earth through the line of Abraham; through the Jewish 

people? 

 

What of the promise made to King David that one of his offspring would always rule and reign 

upon his throne?  With things so dim all throughout the kingdom, what was going to happen to 

the promises of God?  How is the Champion going to come if everything was just being wiped 

out?  What about that snake crushing the Victor that is given to us in Genesis Chapter 3?  So we 

have all of these points of drama here in this amazing text.   

 

What we see in the midst of the decree of God is that His righteousness and His grace were at 

work as well.  This is weaved all throughout with His divine wisdom.  And in the time 

remaining, I want for us to see three great works of the sovereign Lord here in this text.  Even in 

the midst of the decree of destruction, God was good and God was gracious and we see this here 

in this passage of Scripture. 

 

There are three works of the sovereign Lord that are here commanding our attention.  The first in 

the language of this text is that God, the sovereign Lord, He will destroy the destroyer.  The Lord 

destroys the arrogant, heady, haughty destroyer.  Second, God restores the remnant, and third, 

God conveys the courage that His people will need to be able to stand in the midst of the flurry 

and the storm that is happening all around us.   

 

Three Great Works of the Sovereign Lord:  First: 

 

1. The Lord God destroys the destroyer (10:5-19; 28-34) 
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Once again, in Chapter 10, there are something like twenty-two verses depicting the power and 

the pride and the arrogance of the Assyrian.  It all comes to a head when we look at Verses 15 

through 19.  Just because God deploys human ambition does not mean that He overlooks human 

arrogance, and He holds every useful villain accountable.   

 

Verse 15—now Isaiah was talking about the ridiculous nature of what was going on in the head 

and the heart of the Assyrian: 

 
15

Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, 

or the saw magnify itself against him who wields it? 

 

That is exactly what the Assyrian was doing.  He was a tool in God’s hand and that is what he 

was.  Whether he knew it or not, whether he believed it or not, whether he liked it or not, he was 

being used by God and he was boastful over the God that used him.  We continue: 

 
15

…As if a rod should wield him who lifts it, 

or as if a staff should lift him who is not wood! 

 

Then because of all of the pride and arrogance and the self-worship in the heart of the Assyrian, 

it says of him and his armies who were experiencing the same kind of arrogance.  Verse 16: 

 
16

Therefore the Lord God of hosts 

will send wasting sickness among his stout warriors, 

and under his glory a burning will be kindled, 

like the burning of fire. 

 

Here two images are used to describe one and the same event.  The sickness and the burning are 

the same.  Think of the burning that is experienced in your throat when it is sore and you have a 

high fever.  You feel like your throat is absolutely on fire and you are sweating and have a 

headache.  You have debilitating pain. 

 

That is what is depicted here.  It is the fire of infectious disease.  What we see is that the Lord 

was claiming responsibility for it.  He declared responsibility for it.  Verse 17: 

 
17

The light of Israel will become a fire, 

and his Holy One a flame, 

and it will burn and devour his thorns and briers in one day. 

 

Then the metaphor of sickness and a forest get merged together.  The Assyrian army was a forest 

of mighty trees that were infected with sickness.  That is what was going on here. 

 
18

The glory of his forest and of his fruitful land 

the LORD will destroy, both soul and body, 

and it will be as when a sick man wastes away. 
19

The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few 

that a child can write them down. 
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It would be brought to a comically low number.  The Lord would send this.  The Lord would do 

this.  In history we find that this was carried out in two stages.  The first was in 701 BC.  The 

account of it is recorded in the prophecy of Isaiah Chapter 36 and 37, which gives a narrative 

account.  The Assyrian arrived.  The Assyrian king sent his spokesman to Jerusalem.  He was 

called the Rabshakeh, a man who was trained in taunting and in sarcasm.  That man’s 

intimidation was pure evil as he defied the ranks of Israel, defying the Judean king and God. 

 

In response to the prayer of Hezekiah, the king, and the citizens of Jerusalem, the Lord sent the 

Angel of the Lord, which is code name for the Messiah throughout the Old Testament, and a 

hundred and eighty-five-thousand stout, healthy, trained, aggressive men were killed with a 

wasting sickness; with some kind of infectious disease that God used to destroy them.  It is an 

awesome picture.   

 

Then Assyria was concluded in 609 BC when in their weakened condition, they were destroyed 

by Babylon.  Understand, these are events of world history.  We are reading prophecy and we are 

reading historical accounts.  These things happened and they happened by the hand of God. 

 

So the Lord God destroyed the destroyer.  Into this day, God is able to decree destruction 

whenever and wherever he sees fit.  He can decree destruction at a national level, at an 

organizational level, at an ecclesiastical level, and at a personal level.  He retains the authority 

and the power to do so.   

 

So any nation that shakes its fist at God and continues in defiance, He can destroy.  And in the 

end, He will when the Messiah comes in judgment at the end of days.  Any organization that is 

infected with corruption, God can bring it down.  Any church that begins to go apostate and that 

defies the Word of the Lord, He can destroy, along with any human being.  This is all according 

to the Word of the Lord—God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble.   

 

Praise God that even the sin of pride and all that it unleashes can be forgiven; that pride too was 

imputed to Christ on the cross and He forgives and transforms us, even as we have been arrogant 

and boastful and out of that pride, we have been harmful others. 

 

This is one part of the drama of this text.  What of the wicked Assyrian?  What happened to him?  

God would destroy the destroyer.  But what of how dim and dark things were in the nation of 

Israel?  What of that?  What of the line of the Messiah?  What of the plan of redemption when 

everything was just so dismal and everybody was going astray? 

 

We see this as well: 

 

2. The Lord God restores the remnant (10:20-23) 

 

We continue to what is revealed in the glory of Verses 20 through 27.  Starting with this word to 

the northern portion of Israel. 
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20
In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no 

more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of 

Israel, in truth.  
21

A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. 

 

Throughout the Old Testament we have the wonderful, glorious doctrine of the remnant of God.  

It is the small nucleus of God’s people preserved by sovereign grace.  They comprise the 

transformed, worshiping community.  So there would be a seed of people in the land of Israel, 

honoring the Law of the Lord, seeking grace from God to love it and to live it out. 

 

So we see that even if the Northern Kingdom were being destroyed as a national entity, God 

would keep purifying and restoring His remnant.  Did you notice that even the remnant of God 

needed restoration and purification? 

 

They needed their faith purified.  We see it here in this text.  What we see throughout the pages 

of Scripture is that even God’s chosen elect people have the penchant for cuddling up with the 

powers and the teachings and the peoples and the ideas and the institutions and techniques that 

strike right at the heart of their faith. 

 

So the remnant-elect of God cry out, “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it.  Prone to leave the God I 

love.  Help!”  That was happening with the remnant within Israel.  Do you see that here in Verse 

20? 

 
20

In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no 

more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of 

Israel, in truth. 

 

That is what the they were doing.  What was happening is that as Assyria to the east was rising 

up in its fierce power, Northern Israel was going into alliance and leaning on Syria, their 

neighbor.  There is a difference between Assyria and Syria.  A big difference.  Syria, the Great 

White Shark.  Assyria, a smaller neighboring nation that was still formidable, but not like Syria.  

Assyria entered into a so-called Syria-Ephriam Alliance and Syria ended up striking Israel by 

turning against them.  They were leaning on the one who ended up doing them harm too. 

 

Now we see that their faith was being purified.  Even the remnant was experiencing the 

temptation to lean on the nations, rather than on the Lord.  Then their faith was being purified.  

 
20

In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no 

more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of 

Israel, in truth. 

 

They were returning to the Mighty God.  Not half-heartedly, not as a second option, but whole-

heartedly as their living hope. 

 

We too, brothers and sisters, looking at what happened to remnant-Israel then, we must be 

thinking about our own lives.  Because into the New Testament, we see that even Christians who 

have the Spirit can have this temptation. 
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Even Paul said to those in Corinth in 2 Corinthians Chapter 11, “If somebody comes and teaches 

you another Gospel and presents a different version of Jesus, you will put up with it easily 

enough.”  He said he was mystified with them. 

 

When stricken with disillusionment, when filled with emptiness and frustration and self-loathing, 

when we are in times of struggle, we need to ask ourselves who or what is it that we are leaning 

on.  Where are we going for the strength that is needed to endure as apostasy spreads and the 

nations rage, and as things are painful and hard in our lives.  Where is out first go-to source of 

life and support? 

 

It is so easy for us to go after and lean to on either false or secondary sources of support.  False 

sources of support—there are some sources of support that are just false and sinful and they call 

for us and we go to them when it is hard.  To the bottle or to drugs.  We get our time of escape 

and then that drug and that bottle ends up slapping us silly. 

 

Some escape through the numb, deceptive pleasure of pornography.  Just binging in that which is 

evil because it is so alluring.  Then the guilt of it just slaps us silly.  Some of us will resort to the 

feelings that we get from gossip or anger or resentment.   

 

There are so many false saviors that call our names.  Meanwhile, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, is 

beckoning His church, His people.  If I can quote one of my favorite songs from early in my life 

all the way through to today.  The voice of the Messiah saying, “Lean on me when you’re not 

strong.  I’ll be your friend.  I’ll help you carry on.”   

 

Even that does not measure up to all that He does and all that we need.  Jesus is everything.  He 

is our all in all, and we go to Him first.  We go to Jesus first!  Praise God that He is going to put 

the church and people around us to help us and to see us through.  And we need to be that for one 

another. 

 

But Jesus is the one who never fails.  Jesus is the one who is always there, and Jesus is the one 

calling you close to His heart in the midst of the struggles and the trials of this life.  Go to Jesus.  

He is calling to you.  Abide in Him.  He is so good and He gives His remnant endurance. 

 

I have an additional fifteen minute third point and it is so, so good, because it is all about how 

Jesus the Messiah coveys courage to the hearts of His people.   

 

3. The Lord God conveys the courage (10:24-27) 

 

I will just let you go through and read it; about how Isaiah talked about when things get hard.  

Not if they get hard, but when they get had.  We are to take courage in the midst of it all. 

 
24

Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O my people, who dwell in Zion, be 

not afraid of the Assyrians when they strike with the rod and lift up their staff 

against you as the Egyptians did.  
25

For in a very little while my furry will come to 

an end, and my anger will be directed to their destruction. 
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God said that it is only for a little while.  It is only for a little while.  We want to say, “Deliver 

me from any experience of hardship.”  We don’t want pain.  At least Jeff the wimp, I don’t want 

painful calamitous things in my life.  Let’s go around all of that stuff.  But Jesus says, “No, I’m 

walking with you through that.”  John Chapter 3 and Verse 16: 

 
16

…In this world you will have tribulation.  But take heart: I have overcome the 

world.   

 

Through Isaiah, the Lord appealed to the brevity of the trials that we experience.  In the grand 

scheme of things, the pain that we will experience as witnesses and followers of Jesus Christ are 

just like a minute drop in the bucket. 

 

Yesterday we celebrated seventy-four-years of a godly woman’s life.  Now her years on this 

earth are a vapor. How is Irene not here?  Irene is not here because she is there in an eternal 

kingdom; an everlasting kingdom; a kingdom that will never, ever be shaken or fade. 

 

Yes, our brother Jim Callaway is there too.  Jim and Irene can tell you that cancer was hard.  

Kidney disease was hard. “ Oh, but the glory that we are basking in now!”  Pain is a drop in the 

bucket, so God has given us this perspective to encourage our hearts. 

 

This is my brief summary of my third point.  And I am going to close with this reading from I 

Peter Chapter 5 and Verses 6 through 11, where Peter said the same thing, using the same 

language. 

 
6
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you,  
7
casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  

8
Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  
9
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 

that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 

throughout the world.  
10

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 

strengthen, and establish you. (that is the same language as Isaiah) 
11

To him be the 

dominion forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

Our sufferings are temporary.  The increase of Immanuel’s Kingdom is forever.  So we go to the 

Lord.  Let’s call upon Him in prayer. 

 

 


